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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 


Gentlemen of the Council and House of Representatives : 


| 
The assembling of your honorable bodies under the provision of the law | 
fixing the day for your annual meeting, gives unmistakable evidence that an- 
other year with its history is added to the Territory and Nation. I congratu- 
lite you that the condition of both Territory and Nation have improved 
within that time. The unparalleled progress of our Territory is attracting | 
the attention of the whole country, as well as that of foreign nations.: Capt 
tal, which is ever vigilant, watchful, and careful, has fixed its attention upon } 
our domain, as the place for the safest and most profitable investments. ' 
Thrift always follows in the wake of active capital. | Jo tae. A 
Within the last year, large amounts have been invested in our Mines ‘and 
and Quartz Mills, from the Eastern cities of our continent, where only ‘small 
interest is realized for the use and forbearance of money ; and when'the-pro- | 
fits which are sure to be realized from such investments, ‘are | 
known among capitalists in the great cities of the Atlantic States, the im- 
vestments already made will be as the scattering drops to the, plentiful 
shower. We can felicitate ourselves that the field of operations within our 
borders is aś 6Xténsive and broad as the aggregate surplus Of capital in the 
old States could desire. The almost daily discoveries of new mining districts, 
rivaling in richness the celebrated localities of Virginia and Gold Hill, ‘give 
ample proof that the mineral resources of this Territory are, even at thisday, ` 
comparatively unknown. Three years ago, Virginia and Gold Hill were + 
thought by many to possess the only really valuable and enduring mines, of the 
Territory ; and the Comstock Lead or Lode, to contain the only silver-bearing 
quartz in this country. The short time intervening has demonstrated that 
almost countless ledges are found in the various localities of our Territory | 
that promise as ample a yield of the precious ores as has ever heretofore been + 
realized from the famous Comstock. The mining districts have multiplied to ‘ 
such an extent that they preclude the possibility of enumeration, while ‘the 
claims located in each district are so numerous as to make it an almost hope- 
less task to attempt to arrive at their number with any degree of certainty. 
New districts are constantly being created, and their numerous claims have 
ceased to attract attention. Look in whatever direction we may, we behold 
the “prospector” upon the mountain side, making his location; next we see ° 
the tunnel and the incline ; then the mill, and the rich product of silver and 
gold. Turn your eye in every direction from the capitol, and it rests upon * 
mining regions fabulously rich. If you look to the northeast, you first see 
Spring Valley with its rich indications, promising ‘an early realization of the 
hopes and expectations of its discoverers. Pass along to the Silvér- City 
District, looking, as you go, at the American Flat District, and soon you find 
yourself at Gold Hill (a most appropriate name), where, for the distance of 
miles, the noise and clatter of the mills and mines greet your ear. You.then 
reach Virginia District, where there seems to have been an extraordinary 
effort made to concentrate the richness of mineral wealth — and the- effort 
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proved perfectly successful. Crossing at that point a deewrSanon or-ravine : 
you reach Cedar Hill, in which, if indications are not defective, the labor al 
ready, and that hereafter. to be expended, will be richly rewarded. - Follow- 
ing down the canon, you pass through the Flowery District, rich in promise ; 
and as you are descending through that mountain pass, turn your eye to the 
southwest, toward the flourishing town of Dayton, and you will i the Pal. 
myra District with its rapid developments, attractive for its richness in min 
eral, and the facilities for its reduction found in abundance in the surroundin E 
country. Look'east from where you.reach the plain or desert, and you will 
see the Desert District, just beginning to attract attention, marvelously rich 
in promise and in fact. Continue eastward, and you will soon see the impe- 
rial Silver Hill range of mountains, filled with hidden treasure waiting: Ott ; 
development to astonish the world with its wealth. In‘ each’ range of moun: 
tains ‘east, until you reach Reese River, is found-fine mineral indications. 
There; again, we behold such deposits of mineral wealth as was- never before 
witnessed. Less than a year ago, there was not a house or a cabin where now 
the flourishing towns of Austin and Clifton are seen, as wellas Big Creek: and 
the surrounding towns and settlements, and a population second only to the 
justly famed county of Storey. Inthe same range of mountains, extending 
for- more than an hundred and fifty miles north and south, there havé béen 
found ledges more promising than those first discovered, which produced such 
an unparalleled growth to the towns of Austin and Clifton.: I entertain no 
doubt that the further south that mountain is prospected, the richer it will be 
found, until it loses itself in the vast desert as you go toward the Colorado. 
Still further east, you pass in sight of the Smoky Valley District, valuable for its 
rich promise; journeying still further on over mountain and plain you reach Ru- 
by Valley, whose surrounding mountains give good promise of possessing wealth 
second to none now developed. Eastward still to the next range of moun- 
tains, and in Egan’s Canon, rich specimens of gold and silver bearing qnartz 
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are found, warranting the siill further exploration of this promising and in- 
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ranked among the richest of our mineral producing regions. Its extent North 
and. South is about one hundred ‘and twenty miles, and East and West about 
the same distance, covering an area of about four hundred and eighty square 
miles. Included within this area is to be found exhaustless beds of salt and ni- 
tre, necessary in the reduction of our ores, and really providential in there lo- 
cation. There seems to be but two drawbacks to the prosperity of that region, 
wood and water. The latter is being overcome by the construction of a canal 
from the Humboldt river, to or in the vicinity of Humboldt City, in length 
about sixty-six miles, and in capacity sufficient to supply that region with all 
that will be necessary for reducing purposes. The deficiency o timber and 
lumber, will be greatly remedied by a supply from the Truckee River, which 
they soon hope to obtain. Coming back to this point, and travel north, you 
again strike.a rich mineral district on the Turckee Rive,r and, as far as pros- 
pected, gives encouragement to those who are thus engaged to continue their 
abors... This section, if found to be rich in mineral, will possess great advan 
tages over many others, in water, wood and timber, all of which can be ob- 
- taimed in abundance at small cost. Returning again, and go south, or east of 
 gouth,» you strike the Walker River District, rich in its indications’ and yield, 
with plenty of wood and water convenient for reducing the ores. It needs 
no-prophecy to predict for it a prosperous future. Still further along, in the 
same direction, about fifty miles, He reah the far-famed Esmeralda District 
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“where actual regults denionstrate that it is among the richest of the memg 
existing mining districts of this Territory ; and still further south, until jót 
reach the southern boundary of the Territory, new discoveries have’ 'beeib 
made, rivaling in richness many I have named.. . | a 
. In this glance at the different localities where rich discoveries of mineral 
‘wealth have been made, I have, no doubt, overlooked many as deserving of 
notice as. those I have here mentioned. Such localities will not, therefore; 
feel themselves slighted by the omission. , 
In looking carefully aver the topography of the Territory, and the sev- 
eral localities of the mines thus far discovered, 1 am forcibly impressed with. 
the absolute and imperative necessity of the construction of several railroads: 


¥ 


other for successful and profitable operation and market. The mines require; 


and of that character which is alone found on the western border of the Ter- 
ritory, upon and at the base of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Our mines are ali 
mainly situated east of these mountains, varying from fifteen to four hundret 
miles. The present mede of. transportation by teams, and the character -of 
the roads over which it has to be drawn, necessarily makes it expensive to @ 
degree beyond which. persons of ordinary means can afford or command. 
The construction of railroads from the mines to timber and water, in my 
opinion, would-do more to facilitate the development of our Territory than, 
any or all other means combined. It would reduce transportation one-half.or 
three-fourths, thereby enabling men of comparatively small means to erect 
mills and open their mines, increasing in a wonderful degree the mineral pro- 
ductions of the Territory, relieving those distantly located from timber and 
water. from a burthen most oppressive; and one to them and the country. ruin 
ous. For example, take the locations of Virginia and Geld Hill to the moun: 
water are abundant oe conatructed.cennecting them.and. 
i operation, and the cost of transportation reduced one-half on ores, timber} 
lumber and wood. It would save enough to mining companies alone im iene 
year to half construct the road, upon the basis of the business now done, not 
calculating that the business would be more than doubled by this means of 
cheap and rapid intercourse. This once done, and every mountain streant 
would be made subservient to milling purposes, and the cars would load one 
way:with timber, lumber and wood, and the other with rich ores, brought 
down for reduction, thus furnishing constant and profitable employment For 
the road. I candidly believe, that if the mines and mills would make a donal 
tion sufficient to construct the road, they would, in two years,. be more thaw 
reimbursed. for thoir outlay, and in five years would derive a larger profit 
Y€ | investment than from i | 
I they aro not inent than f the same amount invested in any other way: 
rom, then if they will make subscriptions te suc ‘k, of suffici 
to give an earnest of their desire to have the, work Conploted thee a s 
reeponsib e aay ean procure capital sufficient fer its completion, ih 
tne. where ined ` 
linterest from what it can be on this coast, taimed at greatly reduced rates “ 


anaportation. From the Sierra Nevadas eastward to the Humboldt and Reese 
. : n, the plains have a common 
evel, and intersect each other at intervals. When considered “collectively, 
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to connect the mines with wood, water and timber, as each depends upon the ~ 


when worked to any considerable extent, incalculable quantities of timber, +. 


tains and the valleys of Carson, Eagle and Washoe, where both timber and — 
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they form a vast plateau over which railroads may be constructed without 
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difficùlty; to every mining district now known, or which may hereafter be’ | 


Pe 


„discovered in.those mountain ranges.in which mineral wealth is found to | 


exist. I recommend. this subject to the consideration of your honorable bodies, | 


with the hope that, if in your power, you will do something ‘to inaugurate a | 


system so much needed and required by the peculiarities of this. Territory. 


The mineral productions of the Territory are so rapidly inereasing ; our wants. | 


are so multiplied and hard to be supplied ; the necessity for railroad commu- | 


nication with California is every day more apparent. Its local advantage to 
us 18 enough to warmly enlist us in its favor, and induce us to aid, in every 
possible way, its construction. Its advantages would be felt by every class 
of our inhabitants, from the owners of our rich mines to the humblost laborer 
in their employ. It would reduce the price of everything we eat, drink, or 


wear. With it, our mills would soon be numbered by thousands, and pro- | 


ductions by hundreds of millions, instead of tens. If the enterprising eom- 


pany, now constructing the western branch of the great Pacific Railroad, are | 
able to overcome the barriers of the Sierras,.and reach the plain on this side, | 
the future of this Territory cannot be overdrawn by the livliest imagina- | 


tion, if left uncontrolled, in its wildest flights. 


In presenting the subject of railroad communication from the mountains : 
on our western border to the different mining localities of this Territory, with | 


the abreviated description of the surface of the country over which they 


would pass; it may not be improper for me to say that the knowledge of the | 
same is based upon personal observation, fully substantiated by careful ob- | 
servers,.and made certain by the testimony of scientific men. I have deemed | 
it proper to lay this subject before you in the manner I have, believing fully, | 
#f the experiment is tried, even by the shortest of the proposed lines, it will 


demonstrate the propriety of the suggestions. 


. In my last annual message, I called the attention of your predecessors to | 
the fact that Congress had passed a law for the-consli ution of a Face | 


Railroad. The announcement of the passage of such a law, so liberal: in its 


provisions, by a Government involved in a war of the most gigantic propor- | 
tions, at a time when our national existence (to the casual observer). was more | 
than threatened ; when the financial ability of the whole country was taxed | 
to its utmost to raise means to preserve our nationality ; struck us with sur- | 


prise, and foreign governments with wonder. The fact that it was done, 
proves, beyond all qustion, the wisdom.and comprehensive statesmanship of 


the Administration who passed it. It gives evidence that those best calcu- | 
lated to know the nation’s power and weakness had abiding confidence in itst 


stability ; that it was able not only to subdue, conquer and crush the rebel- 
lion, but, at the same time, go forward with this great national improvement 
which, in effect, gives us as a people the control of the world’s commerce, 
or, at least, makes it tributary tous. Time 1s the most important. con- 
sideration in large commercial transactions. That mode of conveyance 
will be selectd; that route chosen which is the safest and most expe- 
ditious, without regard to cost of transportation, unless tho difference 18 


so great as to overbalance accruing interest between purchase and sale. 
Acting upon this wholesome rule of commercial astuteness, the road when; 


moleted, will: carry all of the most valuable of the Eastern and 
Asistio productions an the western to the eastern shore of the Con 
tinent, and from there they will seek by the most rapid means of trans; 

ortation, their several destinations. Beyond and above all this A 
its importance and influence upon us as a nation, cannot be over-estimated] 
The fact is now established that we are hereafter to be one people and one gov 
ernment, possessing vitality and power suficient to put down and “aoa al 
intestine commotions, and guard, protect and defend our most distant fron ior 
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and. settlements. To do this the wise and prudent foresight of an intelligent 
and vigilant people, speaking through their representatives, adopted this plan 
of binding the extreme East and the extreme West of our Continent together 
with iron bands. So that if the foreign invader should land upon the West- 
ern coast; the soldiers of the Atlantic States could be quickly transported 
hitherward to drive them back. It will do away with the necessity of large 
standing armies, their place being supplied by the iron rail, and locomotive. 
By the inauguration of this wonderful enterprise, you see additional proof: of 
the determination of the government to furnish all necessary facilitees at what- 
ever cost to protect itself and the people, wherever found within the bounds 


of#our wide spread Continent. . How kind, how fatherly, how good must such | 
a government be. How strong, how imperative the obligation to support and - 


sustain it, whether in prosperity or adversity. The mighty labor of construc- 


tion is already commenced. The young, vigerous giant of the west has already | 


grappled with the mountain barriers. The mountain is being hewn down ; 
the valleys filled up. Rough places being made smooth; the road-way made 
even ; the structure placed on its bed. The shrill whistle of the engine is 
heard upon the track; its head is turned eastward on its Journey -to meet 
its coming, brother, who is on its way westward on the plains of Nebraska 
and Kansas, painting with impatience for the greeting. Ineed not spend time 
to dilate upon the unspeakable benefits it will confer upon us; your own 
judgment will at once anticipate them all, when you reflect that its course lieg 
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across the whole extent of our fast settling Territory. When completed; we | 


shall have an arterial life giving circulation. : | 
The increase of taxable property in the Térritory in the last year, is 


highly satisfactory and gratifying. Last year the total amount was $9,692,- | 


300 05- this year it is more than $25,000,000, thus speaking in language not 


to be misunderstood, of the substantial prosperity of. the Territory. Popula- — 


kd 


lite, and the- trunroniaing- influonees-of-family. restraint.. peta 
4. : The-financial condition of the Territory is as flattering as could be ex- 
ected, under the circumstances. The total amount of the indebtedness of the 
erritory on the first day of January, was about one hundred and twenty-nine 
thousand dollars, ($129,000) of that amount nearly nineteen thousand dollars, 
($19,000) is not payable until the fiscal years of 1864 and 1865, leaving the 
sum of one hundred and ten thousand dollars, ($110,000) as the present amount 
of indebtedness now due. To meet this debt, we have the general property 
tax, for the past year, amounting as per estimate of the Treasurer, to the sum 
of about ninety-five thousand dollars, ($95,000) the greater part of which, will 
probably be paid into the Treasury during the present month. This will leave 
a deficit for the past year of about fifteen thousand dollars, ($15,000) which 
amount, together with the salaries of the several Territorial officers, and all 
appropriations of your honorable bodies, must await payment until the collec- 
tion of the taxes tor the present fiscal year, which under our present revenue 
law, cannot be done for twelve months, the Territory having no other 
source of revenue than that derived from the general property 
.tax. You will perceive, from this statement, that the revenue for 


tion has increased in a corresponding ratio, bringing with it the comforts of 


each year is anticipated long before its receipt, and whilst the revenue is pro- ` 


‘bably ample for all the expenses of the Territory : yet, by keeping twel 

months ahead of the receipt, the credit of the Teper as cree [ow 
point, and the necessary expenses of the Government are greatly increased 
im consequence. I may mention, as an illustration of the matter, that the 
a ey of supporting the Territorial Prison would certainly be redited one- 
half, if the same could be paid in cash, instead of the scrip or warrants of the 
Territory. To remedy this evil, I would call your attention to the recommenda- 
tion of the Territorial Treasurer, in reference to the issuing of bonds of sut 


a ~na DE ETE RN p a - >e aie - 


» 
-a o m apea pA am a e a ” es wears o aS 
© kidini 


2 
“ a E, X + 6 
Ah a 
cs ty 


ficient’ amount to meet the necessary wants’ of the several departments. Ë 
am ¢learly of the opinion;that you will find it necessary to adopt his sugges 
tion, and. provide means to ‘conduct the affairs of the Government upon w 
` cash basis. Bee oO ee ee ge ET ee 
. | There is no subject of such vital importance to the people of this Terris 
» tory as the establishment and maintenance of our efficient system of free 
; schools. it invelves- not only the intelligence and the happiness of the chil- 
© dren and youth now acquiring an education, but algo: many of the material. 
> ‘Interests of the country. - Thoroughly. disciplined and. well ‘educated minds’ 
ų are required in every department of usefulness. They ‘are needed in devel- 
» oping the -vast-resourees of mineral wealth which a beneficént Providence hàg 
* hoarded-in our mountains, They are needed in: shaping and perfecting all: 


' . the civil and-religious institutions of our newly organized ‘Territory, in tiar 
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: monizing the,unassimilated elements of society, and in laying the foundation 
. for future prosperity -and excellence. a or wee 
i - The Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, which I submit 
` to your consideration, shows that a considerable degree of . progress has been: 
» made.: From this Report it appears’ that the system of Common Schools, as 
amended during’ the last. session of the Legislature, has been regularly organ- 
| ized: in every county of the Territory, and there is generally a growing feel 
ing of. interest on the subject of-Eduċation. In that Report several defects 
_ are. mentioned in the present School Law and amendments passed which I 
| hope will receive your careful consideration. The fact that the law.a pro-. 
| priating, semi-annually, five per cent. of all sums received’ as Territorial tax. 
for sec purposes, expires with, the present fiscal year, demands your prompt 
attention. Unless. it is renewed, the already inadéquate provision for the 
support-of our Public Schools will be materially lessened. `- ee" 2 


~ 
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The necessity of additional legislation to prevent the almogt. universal 
_ Inisconstruction of the Law imposing fines for Penal Offences.is apparent: 
By the course magistrates now pursue, oriminals.ofton cocape inerite punish: 
_ ment, arid the School Fund, so much needed, remains unreplenished. From. 
. the Report of the Territorial Superintendent, more than three-fou ths. of all 
the children and youth in the Territory have no provision made, for ‘their 
education, It is, therefore,of the greatest importance our Public Schools be 
' more liberally sustained. The necessity of this is widely felt by county su- 
perintendents, teachers, parents and citizens, and all generally desire that the 
` Sehool Fund should be greatly increased. In view of these facts, I recom- 
mend that, in addition to all the present sources for obtaining that fund, a law be 
passed assessing a direct tax of one-tenth of one per cent. upon all taxable prop- 
erty in the Territory, for this purpose. So far as may be possible in the S 
infantile state of our public schools, I recommend the adoption of such meas- 
sixes as may speedily lead to the introduction of a system of graded schools, 
- baged upon the principle of true scholarship. Let the pupil be advanced ae 
the Primary to the Intermediate and higher departments, upon the actu 
merits of his attainments: In the general revision of the school law, there 
should be the greatest care to.prevent ambiguity ; especially should the eee 
ing of every provision in regard to the distribution of the - public a s be. 
perfectly clear and precise. As a system, it should be compact, untiorm anc 
Lancon; when special enactments are made for the benefit of any coun- 
ty:.or city, they should in no case come in conflict with any provisions oF r : 
quirements of the general law, but be made subject to 1t, and really ana re 
æ part of it. This will prevent confusion, and give unity and strengt ne 
whole. system. The Legislature of 1861 passed a law, entitled “An Fie 
establish:a Seminary of Learning in Carson City.” The persons selecte ets 
founder of the Institution as Trustees, made and filed the requisite certi ca 
iw the Office of the Clerk of the District Court, stating their corporate name, 
\ 
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áta Object, etc, ad required by the law, and transferred the property to Misè 
| Kezia Clapp, & person in every way qualified by education and-habits to také 


charge of ‘such an Institution, and conduct it so as to insure success and make 


it, in all respects, what it should be to insure a thorough and coniplete educa 
ition. I understand that Miss Clapp has associated with her m the enterprise 


Mis. Cutler, one of the most accomplished and highly educated. teachers of 


the country, thereby making assurance doubly sure that the undertaking will 
Í bo successful: I commend the- Institution to ‘your protecting: power, not 
| doubting that it. will receive at your hands such aid and encouragement as it 
| deserves. E , ate a 
f a oD he last. Legislature -incorporated an Agricultural, Mining and’ Me- 
f chanical Society, under whose auspices an exhibition or fair was held in this 
: place last autumn. From the exhibition there made, in each branch of thé 


on 


epartments designated in the Act, I entertain no doubt that it will prove of 


incalculable advantage to the Territory. The zeal, industry and vigor dis- . 
I playéd by those having it in charge, furnish a guarantee of its success.. *. The 


Agricultural portion of the exhibitiou was particularly gratifying, and was 


iicnly wonderful.. Specimens -of wheat, corn, barley and oats gave evidence 


that our valleys, when cultivated; will produce in abundance, and sufficient to 


Í support:a population much larger than that which we now have,- The exhibi- 
i tion.of vegetables was still more surprising. In no portion of our countty 
f conld it be excelled in quality, and the quantity produced per acre can tò 


f this branch of husbandry. By ordinary care, a large supply, and even a sur 


-heré be excelled, establishing the fact that our soil is peculiarly adapted tó 


f plus of these agticles can be produced over and above all that may be required 


| 


Ffor homė. consumption. Let it once be known, as it ought in justice to be, 


that:our soil will produce as abundantly as our mines; and emigration will 


f flowin upon us with great rapidity. The show of stock of all varieties was 


—— 


moro than creditable to_a.countrymuch. older than. ours, and would haxé 
astonished the stock-growers of the old States, and caused them to wonder 


f how so much. could be done in so short a time. I bespeak for this Society the 


fostering care of the Legislature, believing that as its objects are promoted 
our prosperity will be greatly advanced. - | : 
| It has occurred to me, from a somewhat attentive perusal of our existing 


Bstatutes, that a careful revision is much needed to produce that harmony 


(pace the session of the last Legislatnre, will amount to about $15,000,000, 
‘The 


E necessary to a successful administration of them. Many of them are quite 


‘ambiguousin terms, others contradictory. I make the suggestion, and leave 
you to take such action as your better judgment may dictate., I respectfully 


-call your attention to an Act entitled “An Act for the better observance of 


the Lord’s Day.” The Act in terms seems to be stringent enough ; yet it 
fails of its object. I regret to say that it is openly disregarded in all of oñ 
towns, and goes unpunished—whether from a defect in the law, or the inefii- 


ciency of public officers, I am unable to say. If the latter, I suggest that 
‘some special penalty be prescribed as attaching to those who neglect to dò 


their duty. ‘The penalties for such offences go to the School Fund, and but 
one county (Lyon) has ever paid from that source anything into the Treasury. 
Sach neglects are culpable in themselves, and highly detrimental to public 
morals. oO ’ 

The amount of bullion shipped by public conveyance from the Territory, 


amount retained and sent by private conveyance will amount to $3,000,000, 


| making an aggregate of about $18,000,000—a large increase over the last year, 


[and showing clearly that the am 


ount of our mineral production depends’ eti- 


i tine ý upon the means of reduction in operations From the number of. miii 
now: being erected, and those to-be erected during the coming year, I think it 
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entirely safe to say that the amount of bullion produced next year wi 

double that of nie | | j ever _ ' 
: The Legislature, in December, 1862, passed an Act entitled “An Act t 
provide a Contingent Fund for the Territory.” The Act places annually thre 
thousand dollars at the disposal of the Governor for certain purposes pre 
scribed therein, and makes it obligatory upon him to report to your honorabl 
bodies in what manner and for what purpose or purposes it has been -ex 
pended. Ihave the honor to report -that I have not drawn a dollar of th 
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amount thus appropriated. What amount, if any, the Acting Governor i 


my absence used, I am not informed. 

I am unable to state the exact condition of the Militia of the Territory 
from the fact that the Adjutant General has not.been able to make his.report 
for the reason that those, who by the law are obliged to inform him, have no 
communicated the necessary information ; enough, however, is known to shov 
that there has been considerable, progress made in the organization of th 
Militia, so that we now number eight companies, who are all equipped an 
furnished with the most approved arms, making an effective force at all time 
ready in case of emergency. Under a call from the General Government fo 


` Volunteers, four full companies of cavalry have volunteered from this Terr 


tory, and have been mustered into the service of the United States. Tw 


more companies of the same arm of service are now rapidly filling up, an 
will soon be in the field. Added to this, a Regiment of Infantry is being raise 
and organized for the United States service. Hight companies are alread 
being enlisted, and two more will soon be organized, and their officers engage 
im the business of ‘recruiting for them. When full, there will then be one com 
plete Regiment of Infantry, and a Battalion of Cavalry, consisting of six con 


| o ‘The energy displayed by the officers having the recruiting service i 


and, and the alacrity with which our young men answer to the call. of th 
country, leave no doubt of success; a most gratifying -assnrance.that the ley 
alty of our citizens has suffered no abatement, but is ready and willing t 
answer all calls made upon their patriotism. The State of California, throug! 
her Legislature, made an appropriation, by which each volunteer receives ji 
dollars per month in addition‘to the Government bounty and pay of the so 
dier. I suggest some such nféasure be adopted by this Territory; I am quit 
certain that a loyal people will be willing to bear that small burthen in a 
great struggle now pending. . ae 
It seems to me necessary, that you should provide by law for the takin 
of an accurate census of the population of the Territory. The true rule 
representation can alone be based upon actual population ; the present appo 
tionment of Representatives was made upon very uncertain data, and gre 
changes have occurred since its adoption. The best and most economic 
plain of acquiring this knowledge in time for a new apportionment (if it sha 
e found necessary,) before the election of your successors is left for you 
determine. The County of Lander was created by your immediate Poton th 
sors, in the hurry of business at the close of the session. They neglected t 
necessity of attaching it to the Third Judicial District, from which it wa 
created, and likewise to designate the time and place of holding Courts- 
said county. By that omission, the county with all its interests have bee 
deprived of that protection if which it is entitled. Ea 
' I submit for your consideration the propriety of raising the salary of t 
Territorial Auditor, and providing for the payment of his salary asit com 
due. As it now stands, he can only be paid out of monies, not otherwise a 
propriated. Under this rule he has received little or nothing ; the salary 
pay of all other Territorial officers has been increased, save his. ‘The office 
one of the most important, its labor as great, and should be as well paid ; t 
law provides that the Adjutant General shall keep an office at the Capit 
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Íd perform certain duties, which require a large amount of stationery, and 
Í the present time much labor and attention. The records and documents m 
is possession are important to the Territory, and Nation; every considera- 
on of prudence demands that he should have some safe- place to deposit 
hem. There has never been any appropriation to defray the expenses of an 
Hice or stationery ; I think there should be. The salary attached to the office 
s quite inadequate. . . 
i The Legislature of 1862, passed a law, entitled, “An Act to. frame 
| Constitution and State Government, for the ‘State of Washoe.” — 
fhe people under the provisions of the law, voted with great: 
inanimity in favor of it. They elected their delegates to the Constitutional 


‘onvention, who assembled at the Capital in accordance with the law, and 


fter an unusually short session formed and submitted a Constitution for the 
htification of the people. The question, whether the people will adopt it, 
rill soon be decided. If it is adopted, then of course the labors of this Legis- 
hture will be much abridged. The Constitution, in view of its adoption, 
tisely provided that the laws of ‘the Territory should remain in force until 
jmended or repealed by the State Legislature. Care, therefore, should be 
ixercised in the passage of new laws in the interim, that they do not infringe 
pon its provisions. The Constitution thus submitted is passing through a 
vere ordeal. What the judgment of the tribunal to which it is submitted 
vill be, I know not. Whatever it may be, we must remember that it is the 


roice of a free people, to which we must submit, and with which we must be. 


lontent.- I -desire to say this much, from personal observation, the Conven- 
lion displayed great earnestness and industry in framing the Constitution, arid 
semed exceedingly desirous to so perform their labors as to commend it to 
fhe favorable consideration of an enlightened constituency. I bespeak for. it 
he calm, candid, unbiased judgment, becoming a people earnestly endeavor- 
ing to do.whatic hest for. themselves and those. who come after them. 


| Whatever may be our status, State or Territory, let us not forget-the . 


me great paramount duty we owe to our suffering country. Let us yield to 
er constant and affectionate allegiance. If the storm gathers and lowers, 
et us dispel the clouds. If it be encompassed in darkness, let the flashing 
yes of indignant millions ight up the way of its escape. If bound for. the 
koment with the flaxen cords of treason, let us -sunder them with fire. | If 
weak and exhausted with long struggling with its foe, let us strengthen her. 
vith the nourishing and refreshing cordial of our warmest sympathies. The 
urnace through which our country and her institutions have been made to 
zalk is heated by spirits no less devilish than heated the one through which 
he threc of old were doomed to walk. I firmly believe we shall come out as 
nharmed as they. The same Providence is watching over us.’ The. same. 
trong arm protects us. The prize for which we are contending is precious 
nd incalculably valuable. It will be won by no faint-hearted effort—by no 
veak and effeminate race of men. From the day of the landing of the Pil- 
srıms on the-barren coast of New England ; from the time of the consecra- 
ion of Plymouth Rock by making it their altar, God has been raising up.a 
ace of men on this continent for the present emergency. He who sees the 
nd from the beginning knew well the trials through which Freedom, in her 
weary pilgrimage, would have to pass; knew well the dangerous passes liv 
he moutains of obstacles through which her pathway lay ; fully aware that 
hese several passes were strongly guarded by hordes of opponents, armed 
nth every weapon of offensive and defensive warfare tyranny could in- 
zent. The love of freedom, so strong in our Revolutionary Fathers, has 
peen transmitted from sire to son, increasing in strength, until we. be- 
old the sublime spectacle of more than a million of liberty-loving men. 
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and suffered. In this terribie crisis, we are not only called upon to meet. and 
battle with treason and its legion of soldiers, but with an innumerable host of 
sympathizers, lacking the courage to avow their treason. Not only are wd 
engaged with these internal foes, but with the outside world who hold , opin; 
ions In common with our domestic foes, that free government is not the form 
best adapted to the wants and necessities of man, but believe in the right o 
the privileged classes to govern and control nations. To.aid in this most foul 
and unholy rebellion, and to strengthen, stay up, and prolong this conflict, 
foreign governments have permitted ships to be constructed, armed and man- 
ned, for the purpose of destroying dur commerce, hoping thereby to control 
and subdue the spirit of patriotism which burns so brightly in the hearts off 
_ the ‘people ; disregarding that great. principle of non-interference in‘ the tof 
méstic affairs of others, to which they hold aga nation, early in the struggle} 
recognizing rebels and rebellion as belligerents, furnishing supplies and pro- 
tection to those freebooters of the sea that go forth on their errands of de-| 
struction (as the assassin sallies forth to do his murderous deed} with but two} 
objects—first, to weaken the power of our Nation, which is striving to put} 
‘down the rebellion, thereby rendering positive aid and assistance to rebels ;| 
second, to gratify the basest propensities of the human mind, personal gaini 
and jealousy. At the same time we beliold the Emperor of a great nation—f 
whose hand-bound sujects rise up and sit down at his bidding—attacking al 
neighboring Republic, for no cause but a pretended indebtedness, openly vio-| 
lating a long standing doctrine of this Nation, under the impression that we| 
were too weak to resist it, and at the same time holding confidential tete-a-tetes| 
with the duly appointed Representatives of the Rebel States, and acting un-| 
dér the advice and direction of such Commissioners of rebellion. Flushed with 
the apparent success of their treachery, he boldly attempts to place a scion| 
of a royal race as Emperor over a people desirous to be free. Under all these | 
embarrassments and discouraging influonces, wo bchold a Nation determined 
to be free, rise with the giant’s powey and gird on the armor for the conflict. 
In a day the Nation is aroused by the approach of danger, and looks calmly 
around to'see the quarter from whence it comes. It is momentarily startled to 
see it on every hand—from within and without—quick as the lightning’s flash, 
it awakes to the reality of its condition, and comprehends the fullissue. It 
is seen at a glance that Freedom and Tyranny are to have their final struggle 
here upon our fair, and heretofore peaceful fields. The Nation and the 
loyal people accept the issue ; armies and navies were spoken into existence. | 
The music of peace was changed for the grand symphonies of war. With a 
commanding dignity and firm determination, the nation rose to the magnitude 
of the occasion. They extended along our immense line of coast—a cordon 
of war vessels. They constructed iron-clad gun-boats for our inland naviga- 
tion, and launched Monitors and armored Leviathans of the sea; armed with 
guns of a calabre heretofore unknown and unheard of.. The young, ardent, 
and impulsive, rallied from mountain and plain; the right man in the right 
place, from the Commander-in-Chief to the sargeant in the ranks, 18 every- 
where seen. The collision was fearful and desperate ; the wail of woe was 
‘borne to our ears upon every flitting breeze, and the habilliments of mourning 
were every where seen! The foundations of society were shaken to 
their very centre ; the rattling drum, the booming cannon, the clash of arms 
greeted every where our ears. Thus, for three years has this struggle phn 
tinued; sometimes the heart of patriotism has grown faint, in view of the 
terrible slaughter, and varying fortunes of the contest, until the auspicious 
period has arrived, and we behold peace but a little way off, and already can 
we hear in the distance, the shouts and peans of rejoicing millions—rejoicing 
not only that our arms have been victorious over domestic and foreign en- 

emies:; but that our power as a nation is established, and that our flag still 
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floats as the emblem of the free. Rejoice with me that no Imperial power 
will be able to establish a throne on this Continent—rejoice that our Goverm 

ment is preserved intact, emphatically, “The land of the free and the home of 
he brave.” l 

' In the midst of our rejoicing, let us not forget to drop a tear to the 
memory of the fallen dead. Sweetly do they sleep, to await their reward im 
the coming judgment. ` They died, and we may truly say | 

: ‘The fittest place for man to die 

Is where he dies for man.” 

Their names will ever be embalmed in the memories of a grateful . 
They will be registered on earth, and, I doubt not, in Heaven, as patriots. 
‘Proud designation! and one, if it cannot otherwise be obtained, worth the 
sacrifice they have made. Let fathers, mothers, sisters and brothers find com 
solation in the fact that those who have fallen have done so in the noblest 
cause in which man has ever striven, that the world, through all i 
time, will be the rich recipient of the benefits arising from ‘the sacrifos. 
Happy, indeed, is the reflection that, through all these trials, Nevada has been 
true and loyal, never swerving from her course of fidelity to the country 
the “ Old Flag,” but has held with an undying grasp to her institutions. Hold 
firm a little longer, and your reward will be visible. 

To you is committed the interests of this prosperous Territory. See tu 
it that you discharge your duties in such a manner as to hasten its progress 
and development. Invoking the guidance of Him that directs and controls 
the destiny of nations and of man, to direct and control your deliberations 

‘not doubting that, in the time allotted for your session, you will do much’ 
for the present and future welfare of the Territory. 


JAMES W. NYE, 
Govern, 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, > 

Carson Cıry, January 183th, 1864. l 
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